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FIRST NATIONS PEOPLE — PARLIAMENTARY LANGUAGE 
Statement 

HON LORNA HARPER (East Metropolitan) [5.52 pm]: Thank you, President, honourable members and 
comrades. It is apt that I am getting up after all that because today I want to reflect on the use of words in this and 
other Parliaments. On 13 February 2008, Prime Minister Kevin Rudd got up and gave his very famous apology 
speech. In it, he spoke about how laws and policies of successive Parliaments and governments had inflicted 
profound grief, suffering and loss on our First Nations people and on how the removal of children from their 
families, communities and country had impacted our First Nations people, and on the indignity and degradation thus 
inflicted on a proud people and culture and what it had done. Fourteen years later we are still smarting and we have 
a First Nations group that is still reeling from these same things. Fourteen years later, our current Prime Minister, 
Scott Morrison, got up to say that his recollection from 2008 was — 

I also said 14 years ago: ‘Sorry is not the hardest word to say. The hardest is, “I forgive you.”’ 
Where I come from, that is mince—another good word. It gives me the boak is another good saying. It makes me 
physically sick to my stomach that instead of reflecting on an apology to our First Nations people, he reflected on 
what he believes is forgiveness and how that is hard. I do not think we will ever get forgiveness for crimes against 
humanity. But this week in the house I have noticed that a lot of words have been used. Sometimes, it has been 
quite childish, like a playground. Name-calling, it felt like. Most words have an agreed meaning. I will say “agreed”, 
because some dictionaries get a wee bit off. Words like “offensive” mean causing someone to feel resentful, upset 
or annoyed. “Offensive” can also mean objectionable, insulting and disrespectful. 
I go back to last year in October. We were discussing a bill, and at the time, Hon Steve Martin talked about, if 
I remember correctly, Arthur Daley from — 
A member: Minder. 
Hon LORNA HARPER: Thank you. I know I am old enough to remember it, and I remember the song. 
Several members interjected. 
Hon LORNA HARPER: I thought I said Arthur? Whatever. Anyway, we were talking about the Constitutional 
and Electoral Legislation Amendment (Electoral Equality) Bill, and Hon Steve Martin mentioned Arthur Daley, 
and Hon Neil Thomson interjected and said, “Sounds like the Premier.” I stood up and said, “I object.” I found 
that to be insulting. I found it to be objectionable. I was told by the Leader of the Opposition, Hon Steve Martin—
not Hon Steve Martin. There are too many Steves in this house! No offence to the Stephens. Hon Dr Steve Thomson—
Thomas! There are too many of you! He said that it sounds like the Premier, so he was using a simile. Similes and 
analogies in this place are commonplace. I would say that it is entirely in order to reflect in a way that suggests 
a member has similarities to something. Taking that argument to a premise, I would therefore say that if I were to 
say something like “it was as objectionable as Hon Nick Goiran”, then I am not saying that he is; I am saying it 
could possibly be taken as a simile. If I were to say “as incoherent as Hon Neil Thomson”, then I possibly could 
be pushing my luck, but I also would be taking it to—yes, I am pushing my luck. I am fully aware of that.  
What I am saying is this week I have heard a lot of name-calling and “You’ve not done this; you’ve not done this”, 
but what I have not heard from those same people is any suggestions or solutions for how we can move forward. 
We have a whole First Nations people who are suffering and hurting. We have people who are hurting because 
they have lost jobs. We have people who are hurting because they are on the poverty line and cannot make ends 
meet. Instead of name calling, blustering, being incoherent and not being able to string a sentence together, maybe 
it would be better if we have some honourable members actually stand up here and contribute positively to what 
we are trying to achieve. There are great things happening in this world and in this Parliament, and there are great 
things that members of the opposition do actually agree upon behind the chair, I believe, but in public, of course, 
they have to have their say about it and put it down. How about we actually start working together with some of 
this and moving forward? 
Several members interjected. 
Hon LORNA HARPER: One thing the women in this Parliament would agree upon is how much we love that men 
try to talk over us. With that, thank you. 

House adjourned at 5.58 pm 
__________ 
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